AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An audio playback apparatus comprising: 

a sound source storing i n which a p l ura li ty of music files aro rocordod in a 
hierarchical manner; 

playback unit specification means for specifying a unit for use in selecting [[of a]] 
music file group groups, wherein each music file group comprises at least one music file 
i n wh i ch sa i d p l ura li ty of mus i c fi l os rocordod in sa i d sound source arc reproduced in a 
batch ; 

music file group selection means for randomly selecting [[said]] a music file group 
in tho unit spoc i fiod by said p l ayback un i t spooif i cat i on moans ; and 

playback means for reproducing [[all]] the music files included in [[said]] the 
selected music file group before reproducing music files that are not in the selected 
musical file group so l ootod by said mus i c f il o group soloot i on moans . 

2. (Original) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said sound source records a folder, an album formed in said folder, and a music file 
formed in said album in a hierarchical manner and said playback unit specification 
means specifies any one of said music file, said album, and said folder as the unit of 
said music file group. 



3. (Currently Amended) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising: 

i f sa i d foldor is spoc i f i od by sa i d playbaok un i t specification moans, album 
selection means for randomly selecting said album from said selected music file group 
solootod by sa i d music f il o group se l ection moano , if said folder is specified bv said 
playback unit specification means : 

wherein said playback means reproduces music files for each selected album. 

4. (Original) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

selected area specification means for specifying an selected area of said music 
file group. 

5. (Original) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 4, wherein 
said sound source records a folder, an album formed in said folder, and a music file 
formed in said album in a hierarchical manner and said selected area specification 
means is capable of specifying any one of said album, said folder, and all areas of said 
sound source. 

6. (Original) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said playback means sequentially reproduces music files included in said selected 
music file group in the order of their recording. 



7. (Original) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said playback means randomly reproduces music files included in said selected music 
file group. 

8. (Currently Amended) An audio playback apparatus comprising: 

a sound source storing music files arranged in albums, an i n wh i ch, for oach 
album being which i s a minimum unit [[in]] of a set of music file s, said music f il es aro 
rooordod ; 

album selection means for randomly selecting [[said]] an album to be reproduced 
from [[said]] the sound source; and 

playback means for reproducing [[said]] the music files from sa i d sound sourco in 
un i t of sa i d the selected album before reproducing music files that are not in the 
selected album . 

9. (Currently Amended) An audio playback apparatus comprising: 

a sound source storing music files arranged in folders, i n which, for each folder 
storing an album which i s being a m i n i mum unit [[in]] of a set of music files , said mus i c 
f il es aro rooordod ; 

folder selection means for randomly selecting [[said]] a folder to be reproduced 
from [[said]] the sound source; and 

playback means for reproducing the music files in unit of sa i d the selected folder 
from said sound sourco before reproducing music files that are not in the selected 
folder. 



10. (Currently Amended) An audio playback method comprising the steps of: 
specifying, in a sound source storing i n wh i ch a p l ura li ty of music files afe- 

rooordod in a hierarchical manner, a unit for use in selecting [[of]] a music file group,, 
wherein each musical file group comprises at least one music file in which sa i d plurality 
of rnuo i o f i los rocordod in said sound souroo aro roproducod in a batch ; 

randomly selecting [[said]] a music file group i n tho un i t specif i ed by sa i d 
p l ayback unit spoc i f i cat i on stop ; and 

reproducing [[all]] the music files included in [[said]] the selected music file group 
so l oGtod by said music fi l o group so l oct i on stop before reproducing music files that are 
not in the selected musical file group . 

1 1 . (Original) The audio playback method according to claim 10, further 
comprising the step of: 

specifying an selected area of said music file group. 

12. (Original) The audio playback method according to claim 10, wherein said 
playback step randomly reproduces said music files included in said selected music file 
group. 

13. (Currently Amended) The audio playback method according to claim 10, 
further comprising the step of: 



randomly selecting an album from said selected music file group if, from said 
sound source recording a folder, an album formed in said folder, and a music file formed 
in said album in a hierarchical manner, said folder is specified in said playback unit 
specification step , random l y so l oct i ng sa i d a l bum from sa i d mus i c f ile group soloctod by 
sa i d music f il o group solootion stop ; 

wherein said playback step reproduces music files for each selected album. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media storing a computer 
program that causes a processor to perform a method, the method comprising fef- 
caus i ng a computor to oxocuto tho funct i ons of : 

specifying, in a sound source storing i n wh i ch a p l ura l ity of music files afe- 
rocordod in a hierarchical manner, a unit for use in selecting [[of]] a music file group,. 
wherein each musical file group comprises at least one music file i n which sa i d p l ural i ty 
of music f i les rooordod i n said sound souroo aro roproducod i n a batch ; 

randomly selecting [[said]] a music file group i n tho un i t spoc i f i od by said 
p l ayback un i t spec i ficat i on funct i on ; and 

reproducing [[all]] the music files included in [[said]] the selected music file group 
so l octod by sa i d mus i c filo group so l oot i on funct i on before reproducing music files that 
are not in the selected musical file group . 

15. (Currently Amended) The program media according to claim 14, wherein 
the method further comprises compris i ng th e funct i on of : 

specifying an selected area of said music file group. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) The program media according to claim 1 4, wherein 
the method f urther comprises compr i sing tho funct i on of : 

randomly selecting said album from said music file group selected by said music 
file group selection function if, from said sound source recording a folder, an album 
formed in said folder, and a music file formed in said album in a hierarchical manner, 
said folder is specified by said playback unit specification function , random l y solooting 
sa i d album from ca i d mus i c f il o group oo l ootod by said muoic f il o group oo l oct i on 
function ; 

wherein said playback function reproduces music files for each selected album. 



